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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) Semi-finished product for making plug-in contact in plug-in 
connection for electric DC power system in motor vehicles which are operated at a 
normal voltage at which electric arcing may occur, said semi-finished product 
comprising; h aving: 

an electrically conductive main body made of a non-precious 
metallic material feat-G arries 3 at least in point,/ /:// 

a contact-making coating made of a material more precious than 
the material of -the non-precious metallic main body material, t herein the said contact 
making coating has -having a thickness of a t least 0 .3 | iim Q,5 )im to 5 \mi and consists of 
silver or of a silver-based alloy with an addition - - t - hat - will - not - feffii - aH - aHoy with - silver or 

-bain^tungsten or molybdenum in an 
amount between 0.5%- 1 5% by weight and , the tungsten or molybdenum not forming an 
alloy with silver or silver-based alloy but being disposed in fine distribution in grain 
boundaries of the silver or a silver based alloy: and 

a diffusion inhibiting intermediate layer disposed between the main 
body and the contact making coating//. / A - the - hav - i - ng - a - fedm ess of 0.5 \xmio 5 |im. 




Claims 2-4 (Cancelled). 



5 . (Currently Amended) Semi-finished product for making plug-in contacts 
in plug-in connectors for electric DC power systems in motor vehicles which are operated 
at a nominal voltage at which electric arcing may occur, said semi-finished product 
comprising: 

having an electrically conductive main body made of a non-precious 
metallic material ^that carries, at least in , part j 
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a contact making coating made of a material in core more precious than 
the material of the non-precious m ain body material wherein the , said contact making 
coating has -havin g a thickness of at least 0.3 pm and consists O.5 jam to 5 pm of silver or 
of a silver-based alloy with an addition that will not form an alloy with silver or with the 
s il ver bas ed alloy, ofr^4il - a ^ b e s£^ m forming a precipitation allo y by way of a build-up 
in fine distribution in grain boundaries of the silver , and which has a higher melting point 
than silver, the addition being tungsten or molybdenum hi an amount of at least 0.2 
percent by weight, the contact makin g coating being deposited in a gradient manner 
wherein a concentration of the silver or silver based alloy is lower at a surface of the 
coating than in deeper regions of the coating; and 

a diffusion inhibiting intermediate layer disposed between the main body 
and the contact making coating, the coating having a thickness of 0.5 pm to 5 pm. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7, (Currently Amended) Semi-finished product for making plug-in contacts in plug- 
in connectors for electric DC power systems in motor vehicles which are operated at a 
nominal voltage at which electric arcing may occur, having an eled a4ealiy-eenduetiv-e 
main body - made - o j- a - n e n precious metallic material, that carries, at least in part, a 
contact making coating of a material more precious -ton-fe e - material of the mam body, - 
whe^c - m - fee - eQa r tin gj^as-rf^cfae ss of at least 03 pm and consists of silver or a silver 
based-aHey^ with an addition-thafr^ 

hn^f^rl nllr ^f r^T 1 will V^p^l" "P ^ f T T\ r\ ~F\v r , r iJ iY\i £Piti-f Wi—& ]] f \ ^?- - \^ r V nf> Vi fan n iTtrrh^T t vt ^l l'T ti ci 

xjT£7tf^ KjrXtl xKTy , \J I \ V 111 U, I u \JZ} L lUi ill ul pi :C tTlp LCCttlWllHCtll tJ y , UI1U. W 11 1 Ol lTttECi ti 1 1 L glivi 1 1 1 w Itxlxg; 

50 percent by weighty a r4ifesio n inhibiting intermediate layer disposed between the main 
hod^ ^d - the - e - entaet - inaking coating having a thickness of Q rS-p m to 5 - ^m as defined in 
claim S wherein the addition is deposited by a sputtering PVD process . 

Claims 8-9 (Cancelled) 
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10. (Currently Amended) Semi-finished product for making plug-in contacts in plug- 
in connectors for electric DC power systems in motor vehicles which are operated at a 
nominal voltage at which electric arcing may occur, said semi-finis hed product 
comprising: 

havii - ig -an electrically conductive main body made of non-precious 
metallic material that carries, at least in part, a contact making coating made of a material 
more precious than the material of the main body, wherem - th e said contact-making 
coating has- having a thickness of at least 0.3 \xm and eeasists-consisting of silver or of a 
silver-based alloy with an addition that wift-ft et form an alloy with silver or with the 
silver based alloy, or will at-best-fermhforms a precipitation alloy, and which has a higher 
melting point than silver, the addition being one or more substances taken from the group 
of the following substances: Tungsten, molybdenum, graphite, nickel, cobalt, and metal 
oxides, tin oxide, zinc oxide, tungsten carbide and molybdenum carbide, in an amount of 
between 0.5% - 15% by weight, the silver or silver alloy having lower concentration at a 
surface of the coating than i n deeper region of the coating; and 

a diffusion inhibiting intermediate layer disposed between the main body 
and the contact making coating, the coating having a thickness of 0.5 p,m to 5 jxm, 

1 1. (Currently Amended) The semi-fmished product as defined in claim 440, wherein 
the coating is deposted by a supporting PVD process. 

12. (Previously Presented) The semi-finished product as defined in claim 1, wherein a 
material from the following group is selected as material for the main body: 

(a) CuNiSi(X): Materials designated C7025, C7026 according to CD A, (b) CuFeP: 
Materials designated CI 94, CI 92 10 according to CD A, (c) CuSn: Materials designated 
C521, C511, C14415, according to CD A, (d) CuZn: Materials designated C272, C230, 
C260 according to CD A, (e) CuCrSiTi(X): Materials designated C18070, C18080, 
CI 8090 according to CD A, 

(f) CuNiSn: Materials designated C72500, C19025 according to CDA, 

(g) CuSnZn: Materials designated C663, C425 according to CDA, 

(h) CuNiZn: Materials designated C75700, C77000, C76400 according to CDA, 
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(i) CuBe: Materials designated C17100, C17410, C17200 according to CD A, 

(j) CuTi: Materials from the family of materials designated C19900 according to CD A, 

(k) Stainless steel: Materials designated 

1.4310 according to DIN 17224, 

1.431 1 according to DIN 17440, 
1.4406 according to DIN 17440, 

1.4428 according to DIN 17443, 

1.4429 according to DIN 17440, 
1.4568 according to DIN 17224, 
1.4841 according to DIN 17224, 

1.4318, 1.1231, 1.1248, 1,1269, 1.1274, 1.5029 according to DINI V17006-1 00, 

13, (Previously Presented) The semi-finished product as defined in claim 1, wherein 
the product is a strip. 

14, (Previously Presented) The semi-finished product as defined in claim 13, wherein 
the strip is pre-punched. 

Claims 15-16 (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The semi-finished product as defined in claim wherein 
the intermediate layer consists of silver or nickel. 

18. (Previously Presented) The semi-finished product as defined in claim 1, wherein 
the concentration of the addition in the silver or silver-alloy coating is lower at the 
surface of the coating than in the deeper region of the coating. 

19. (Previously Presented) Plug-in contacts for electric plug-in connectors made from 
a semi-finished product according to claim 1. 

Claims 20-25 (Cancelled). 
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